
I want to encourage you to take the
time to attend the cooperative’s annual
meeting on June 24th at the
Rendezvous Center in Torrington.  
I have asked Tri-State to come and
speak at the meeting and educate us
on how we can continue to maintain
reliability and cost to our members as
we make the transition to renewable
energy.  I have also asked them to talk
about the rolling blackouts on the
Eastern interconnect, and how we
avoided that same situation on the
Western interconnect.  

In addition to approving the minutes
and financial reports for the last two
years, I will talk about the financial posi-
tion of the cooperative, rates, reliability,
and our employees.
I know June is a busy time of year for
most of you, but we hope you can find
the time to come join us and celebrate
85 years of service to our members.
If you have any questions about your
cooperative, you can reach me via
email at rschilreff@wyrulec.com or on
my cell phone at 307-575-2435.

Your cooperative is a proud member of these fine organizations

3978 US Hwy 26/85 
Torrington, Wyoming 82240

PO Box 359, Lingle, 82223

How to reach us 
307-837-2225  •  800-628-5266
Fax: 307-837-2115

E-mail: wyrulec@wyrulec.com
Website:  www.wyrulec.com

May through September
Office hrs: 6:30–5:00, Mon.-Fri.

October through April
Office hrs: 7:30–4:00, Mon.-Fri.

Board of Directors
Kenda Knudsen
President

Julie Kilty
Vice President

Mark Knaub
Treasurer

Dewey Hageman
Secretary

Clay Peterson
Assistant Secretary

General Manager
Ryan Schilreff

Senior Staff
Miles Duffy
Operations Manager

Tiphanie Fuss
Office Manager

Summer
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effect

JUNE 2021
CO-OP NEWS

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
Ryan Schilreff

General Manager

Annual Meeting This Month
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Harrison Hall (Southeast High School) - 
$500 Tri-State G&T Association Scholarship

This year we awarded $9,000 in
scholarships to students who
receive their electrical power from
Wyrulec.  The Scholastic and Trade
scholarships are made possible by
funds from donated or unclaimed
capital credits, and Tri-State
Generation and Transmission also
finances two $500 scholarships for
member students.
We would like to congratulate the
following students, as they have
been selected by our Scholarship
Committee to receive scholarships
for the school year 2021-2022: 
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Wyrulec Scholarship Program
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Dawson Reichert (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Trade Scholarship

Clara Petersen (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Trade Scholarship

Jaycee Myrtle (Torrington High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship
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Alexis Elmore (Guernsey-Sunrise High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship

Jadyn Hall (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship

Carly Keller (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship
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Dharbey Beightol  (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship

Rebeca Foos (Southeast High School)  -
$500 Tri-State G&T Association Scholarship

Danielle Clapper  (Southeast High School) - 
$1,000 Wyrulec Scholastic Scholarship
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One of the things we all love about
our community is the natural beauty
that surrounds us.  We are fortunate
to have many trees that offer beauty,
shade, and a habitat for all sorts of
birds and other wildlife.  We know
that you appreciate our community
for many of the same reasons. 
At Wyrulec
Company, we
strive to bal-
ance maintain-
ing beautiful
surroundings
and ensuring a reli-
able power supply by
keeping power lines
clear in rights of way
(ROW). 

Rights of Way
While we recognize
and appreciate the
beauty of trees,
there are three main
benefits to tree trimming in ROW
areas.  However, before touching on
the main reasons, here’s an explana-
tion about what a “right of way” is
and how it may impact you.  A right
of way is the land we use to con-
struct, maintain, replace, or repair
underground and overhead power
lines.  Rights of way enable the co-op
to provide clearance from trees and
other obstructions that could hinder
the power line installation, mainte-
nance, or operation.  Wyrulec must
be able to maintain the power lines
above and below the ROW.  The over-
all goal of our vegetation manage-
ment program is to provide reliable
power to our members while main-
taining the beauty of our community.

Proactive vegetation management
benefits co-op members in three tan-
gible ways. * Stanley Ackerson *

Safety
First and foremost, we care about our
members and put their safety and
that of our lineworkers above all else.
Overgrown vegetation and trees pose
a risk to power lines.  For example, if

trees are touch-
ing power

lines in our
members’

yards, they can pose grave danger to
families.  If children can access those
trees, they can potentially climb into
a danger zone.  Electricity can arc, or
jump, from a power line to a nearby
conductor like a tree.  A proactive
approach also diminishes
the chances of fallen
branches or trees during
severe weather events
that make it more compli-
cated and dangerous for
lineworkers to restore
power.  

Reliability
Of course, one of the
biggest benefits of a
smart vegetation manage-
ment program is reliabili-

ty.  Strategic tree trimming reduces
the frequency of downed lines caus-
ing power outages.  Generally speak-
ing, healthy trees don’t fall on power
lines, and clear lines don’t cause
problems.  Proactive trimming and
pruning keep the lines clear to pro-
mote reliability. 

Affordability
As you know, Wyrulec is a not-for-
profit cooperative, and that means
we strive to keep our costs in check
to keep our rates affordable.  This
extends to our approach to vegeta-
tion management.  If trees grow too
close to power lines, the potential for
expensive repairs also increases.
Effective tree trimming and other
vegetation management efforts keep
costs down for everyone. 
Our community is a wonderful place.
We appreciate the beauty trees
afford, but we also know our commu-
nity depends on us to provide reliable
energy.  Through vegetation man-
agement, we are better able to keep
the power lines clear, prepare for
future weather events and secure the
reliability of the grid. 

Tree Trimming Improves Service for All
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