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Annual Pole Inspections

Starting the end of May, we will have a
contractor doing our annual pole
inspection. Approximately 3,000 poles
are checked in a specific rotation, and
the contractor is looking for signs of
damage or decay by inspecting the
poles below the ground and checking
the integrity of the lumber. He reports
back to us with any poles that may be
unsafe, and the Wyrulec crews replace
them as soon as possible.

This is an important process in main-
taining reliable service, as it allows us to
be proactive in maintaining the electri-
cal grid, and is just one more way the
cooperative works to make sure you
always have safe and reliable power.

You can expect to receive a call from

our office if the pole inspector is sched-
uled to be in your area. If you have any
questions about this process, please
feel free to give us a call.

Closed for Memorial Day

The Wyrulec office will be closed on
Monday, May 31st in observance of
Memorial Day, as we remember and
honor those who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in maintaining the freedom
we enjoy every day.

Electrical Safety Month

Since May is Electrical Safety Month, we
thought we would share the following
story with you, and remind everyone to
be safe if you're working near power
lines.
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Cody ond Bailey Conrady and their dog, Dixle

Electrical Accident
Impacts Couple’s Lives:
‘Normal before will not
be normal after’

Balley Edenburn was packing for an unknown
destination. $he also had to pack for her fiancé, Cody
Canrady, Many times, throwing necessities in a suitcase
iz for something fun. Unfortunately, packing on this day
i Blay was for anything but,

She didn't know how long she would e gone ar
ewen whers she was going. & she knew is she had o
pack. And she had to get to Cody.

Atter tinding nut where he was and driving fasber
than she cares to admut, she reaches her destination:
the Level 1 trauma center. She did not know how bad it
wias. She anby knew he was alive.

&t that point in timse, Cody only knew the same
that he was alive. After nearly dying in an electrica
accicent, the day was a blur; most of it unetched in
his mind.

%n‘e o
Electricity.org

Earlier that day, Cody had started his next-to-last day as
asslstant manager for an ag fertilizer company. He sabd
Lhey were shorthanded thst day, so it was all hands on deck,
T get ahead of the sprayes, he hopped in his trock and
ot going.

“I had Lo take loads becavse we needed an extra truck
to take fertilizer,” Cody recalls. & sprayver had been broken
denam for 354 howrs, and when 1t finally shawsd up, he
was ready.

What happened next
After the sprayer pulled in, Cody pulled ugin his truck

to wnlnad terblizes. “1 hooked an like | noemally weould, and
the sprayer was unfalding, which is pretty much standard
procedure.”

What transpired next changed everything. Those wha
were there think that when the operster unfolded the
sprayer boam, he extended the sprayer Hps at the same
time, ard one of them grazed the power line,

Cody caid they beleve the sprayer tip was electnfied
for only a momeant, but that the stray electricity mowed
Lircaugh Lhe Lip, booen, bractor, and down Lo the groand
where Cody was standing. When Cody touched the camlock,
which connects the hoses together, 7,400 volts af electricity
flonwied throwgh hizs body.

The faree of the stray voltage threw hirm backwards and
anta the ground. The person in the cab jumped out and
started CPR (luckily the ground was ne longer electrified)
and called 9-1-1.
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One journey. Two experiences.

As in any journey, two people experisnce it differently.
Cody 15 matter of fact. He says he doesn't mind talking
about it, but that Bailey does, As an outward expression of
fils lonve for her, you can bell he worres about her reliving
Lt dlany,

He says he daesn't remember a lot about the accident,
but he docs have 2 fow vivid memaorics that have to do
with the stratcher — one was the sound of the coll sctive
click as it 'aa@s being loaded inta the ambulance. The other
was him being rolled on it o the medevac,

"By first memony after that was probably 3 week
and & halt later,” Cody said, :r.h:ling thiat there were miEny
conversations with Bailay to help him plece the details
together, including the progression of his care. He sasid
the medical staff made several attempts to save his hand,
but that the damage progreszed too far to do so. He also
quiess lorwed whiy they had Lo take his leg.

"Winat we learned is that tissue is actively still dying
ower the caurse of two wesks 2o 1t [the intermal damage]
just kept moving up the affected limbs),"” he said.

Bailey’'s recollections

When Bailey recalls what happened, her words coms
a bt faster tham Cody's,

"Emoticnalty, ['ve probably becn more of @ mess
{than Cody). He struggled very early on with |ust the
circumstances (of it 2ll} and just how badly hurt he was.
But he's accepted the fact that this is his life new, and
{that] he has to make this life as good as be can, I'm not
queite thers peb” she admits.

A5 with most skgnificant journeys in life, "there are
days thal are perfect, [when) the world is right” &nd there
are the bad days, she admits.

After watching Cody experience immense pain, lose
L caf Bils limbes, endergo numerous sungenes and learn
toowalk again, “wo know life wasn't going 90 be the same™
Bailey reflects, “Wie knew that the “normal’ befare was
niot gaing to be the mormal’ after.

“In the beginning, it was
just all about survival”

"In the Beginning, it was just all about sureival,
recountls. Today, Their hves include moge grey areas,

"I don't know what the future halds,” Bailey said.
"Thiere are same davs when his leg just Bothers him,..
{but] he's not the type to want to sit still for anything. He's
had ta sit still and leam mare patiente in the [ast year
than he has his entire life, And it (sitting stl) just droves
him bonkers,”

Bailey

The dangling carrot

Railey recalls how at one of the initial mestings with
the medical team, Cady mertionad September 7 of that
SAMmeE year the ooy 'I;he:'!,- were to b owed, "itwas a Einrt
dangling carrat, really,” Bailey recalls. ¥l mean, he was
bound and determined we were not going Lo put the
wiedding off”

Mot only did they get married, But on the Wednesday
hafore their wedding, Balley came hame to a huge
surprize. "l had gone to do chores, and when | came back,
he wias walking arcund the house, without a cane, and |
bawled, absolutely bawlad

Raileyr recalis that Cady Bad gatten his k=g prosthetc
10 days before the wedding. I didn’t think he'd walk
denern thee gisle, I'm ot sure in that maorment in dme he
thowght he'd walk down the aisle”

But he did, and you can hear in Bailey's voice just
how special Ber wedding day was. 10 was just Lhe most
porfect of days,” she said, smiling.

The journey continuves

Bailey says that the goal was and still is for “Cady to
do whatever Codhy wiants to do”

Caody snc Bziley are shill packing tor 3 destination
wometimes figuratively, They adapt to the twists and
turms of their life together, Cody navigates the challenges
he faces with a different dominant hand than before the
accident, S%ome davs he can™ do everything he wants to
bregianse of his pain. Bailey shll stroggles at Lmes with
what happened that day in Bay.

But semetirmes they pack ina lteral way, Lateby, they
have been busy completing baby registries for a new
addition in their lives, Althaough a bit apprehensive like
riast first-fime parents, bring on the next chapter, they
say, The journey conbinues
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811

Call Before You Dig

We encourage all homeowners,
contractors, and farmers and
ranchers to submit information
about excavation projects you
are planning to One Call of
Wyoming, or One Call of
Nebraska.

We are required to respond to
these locate requests within two
business days.

Remember — we can only locate
our electric lines to the meter;
the electric line that runs from
the meter to your house or shop
is beyond our point of attach-
ment, and you must contact an
electrician to locate that area for
you.

If you fail to call 811 before you
dig, and you damage an under-
ground utility, the fines are very
expensive, plus you will be
responsible for the cost of
repairs.

Please remember to call before
you dig!

* Randall P. May *
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